OCTOBER 1982 bib Boral 
Ee<GWINSION INE WSeSmibnat 


Meeting lst October — "Microscopic Aquatic Life" | 
ax Speaker Mr. P. Genery. | 

Meeting 5th November— "In Praise of Country Boys" | 

: St.Paul's Hall.Sneaker Prof. a. Seddoni 

Excursion 3rd October — Sunday — Full Day. Dalyenons 
; Leader Mrs. J. Snicer. i 

Excursion 7th November~ Sunday — Tull Day. Glunes Swamos. 


leader Mrs. iM. Rotkeram. 


DIATOMS 
3 , ne 301651 Meetings, as specified, are held tn the Admintistrat- 
Presidents, Dr. F. HARRAP. pho e Jon Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Vice-pres: Mrs. M. ROTHERAM Phone 31 4054 Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 
: H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
SERIE WE ore CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG. STREETS, 
Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS Phone 327721 BALLARAT, AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 


Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY Phone 327296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


S.G.A.P. NATIV® PLANTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL DISPL{Y, 
St. Paul's liall, Saturday & Sunday 16th & 17th October. 


Ye will h-ve a disnlsy - volunteers #re requested 
for helpine to set un and man this, and materi: 1 is re- 
auired for our trading table. 


The venue for our 5th November meetine — the Stella 
iieddgood Menori:1 Lecture — is St. Paul's Hall. 

Our 3r December meetine venue will be at S.M.B. 
Barkly St. 


REPORTS + 


6th Avueust:!r. Pink - avocets and marsh terns on 
‘rer. Gleeson"s property near Leke Wttwick, 
and there is said to be a colony of cocka- 
tiels near Dundonnel. 

3rd Sentember: Mrs Murvhy ~ a wedse-tailed earle 
over Mt. Warrenhein. 

Mid-Aurust:“iss Burcess- Swans and cysnets ona 
dam near Meredith. 
Mn.seynolds - ibis flying westerly over 
Ballarat. 


A TRIP TO BORTMMUGRE THDTA.Sveaker Mr. J.Brisbane,5tn Sept. 


Tt is alweys interesting to hear of other countries 
and Jeff.Brisbane's talk of his travels in Northern Tndia 
were both interesting and educational. 

One of the hichlichts was three days of bus travel 
during which he visited acricultural and forestry areas, 
vlent nurseries, and villere crafts. Jeff. also visited 
the Ryder-Cheshire village at Lucknow. He hones to live 
in Northern India for several months with his family 
and to work in a nursery for a month. 

Some of the plants and trees are not new to us. 
RhododendroBs and stands of Casuarina torulosa were 
familiar. Tae mountain rose to 8000 metres, with land 
usare to 2000 metres. There were miny gorges with creeks 
way below — altovether a marvellous scenic aren. Almost 
all of the level lind is used productively. Australian 
(f 
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eucalypts are widely used in re — afforestation. 

This is a fascinating country, and clearly Jeff. 
loves his subject. There are however, many diseases 
still ranpant inIndia, and intending visitors should 
note this. 

A vote of thanks moved by Harvey lNoover 
was carried with acclamation. 


Lyndsay Fink. 
WESTURN VICTORTAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCTATION. 


CRESHICK FLN.G. CAMPOUT AT CLUNIS & CRMSHICK. 
23rd & 24th October 1982. 


PROGRAM -— 


Saturday — l.oo p.m. Assemble Clunes Town Hall 
Bailey St. 
1.30 pem. Depart for Mt. Beckwith. Wild- 
flowers. Birds. 
4.30 p.m. Return to Clunes Town Hall for 
Tea. 
5-00 pem. Hot water, tea,milk,surar available 
6.30 p.m. Delesates Meetine at Town Hall. 
Annual Meeting. 
lection of Officers. 
General Meeting. 
8.00 p.m. Guest Speaker - NMr.Barry Golding. 
Subject -— "Where Homes are Hollow" 
Supper. 
Sunday -- 9.30 a.m. Assemble at Creswick School of 
Forestry Gates. Turn east at 
Creswick Town Hall Corner. Gates 
opposite Football Ground. 
lo.30 aem. Depart for State Nursery, Castle- 
maine Rd. ,Creswick. Demonstration 
of soil mixing and vropvagation. 
Lunch at Nursery. Hot water etc. 
available. 
Depart - 1.30 pem. Drive throuch State Forest to 
Koala Park. 
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3.30 p.m. Break up. Hot water available 
for afternoon tea. 
President -— H. Barclay. 34 Raglan St. Creswick, 
Ph. 053-452191. 


FRANK'S PATCH. 


A visit to Mosquito Flat with Frank Harrap is always 

a highlicht of club outines for birdwatchers, as he 

knows the area so well. The excursion on September 18 

was no excention. \nd on this,calculated to be his 78th 
visit to the area, he added yet another species to his 
list to make the tally 129. The new addition, our best 
sighting for the day, was the Black-tailed Native Hen 
which, fer from showing us dust, mooched along in the 
undergrowth beside the dam, then obligingly climbed the 
embankment and paced across the dam wall only a few 
metres from us. ior some members it was a first sightings 
of this species, and they could not have had a better one. 
Viith the srip of the drousht tightening, more unusual 
sichtines can be expected in the Ballarat—Maryborourh 
district as birds move south from the parched inland, 

At one point a narrow slit trench from mining operations 
had a puddle of water in the bottom,and this was attracting 
a number of Yellow-tufted and Fuscous Honeyeaters. 

In general, it was the day of the Bronzewinre, The first 
Gommon Bronzewine, standing resolutely in the middle of 
the track where we entered Mosquito Flat, was the fore- 
runner of several sichtines during the day. There wes 
also an unusual number of Restless Plycatchers, some- 
times forming a noisy quivering, shimmering group. 

In the morning it was good to relax in the dry onen 
bushland with its attractive mix of Gumtrees, Box and 
Aegacia. Helen Bureess identified Yellow Gum, Ironbark, 
Redbox, Lonsleaf Box, Gold-dust Wattle, Golden Wattle 
and some Acacia armata. Groundcover plants were notably 
sparse, 

In the afternoon, we were fascinated by a pair of 
Striated Pardalotes displaying in front of what seemed 
destined to be their future nesthole in the bank of: 
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the eroded creek bed. Frank als showed us a former nest 
which Fuscous Honeyeaters were strivpins for their 1982 
construction. 

Altosether we recorded 46 species, which included 
the Hooded Robin, Diamond Firetail, Pallid, Golden-bronze 
and Rufous-tailed Cuckoos, Brown Treecrecner, White-browed 
Babbler, Peaceful Dove, Olive Oriole, astern Shrike-tit 
and Little Maple. 

After lunch,Harveyr and Rene Hoover leit us tempo- 
rarily while Harvey went looking for furse to map its 
northerly extremities, Harvey has marked wh t is probably 
one of the most northerly occurrences of furze near the 
Tullaroop dam, south of Carisbrook, and he will return to 
note its future extent. 


Marzcaret Rotheran. 


The weather was fine, just suitsble for a pleasant 
stroll through our ever so varyine bush] ind. 

Punctually we departed from Crocker's Gorner for 
a leisurely drive to Dereel. Lyndsry t'ink met us there. 

we turned off Colac rozd to the left on to a very 
windine downhill track to the Misery Creck. & most 
beautiful chinvins scenery in a smell area. ‘!e parked 
the cars at the lowest point near the Creek, where the 
surrounding indicated early gold dis vines. 

Ye paid our first attention to u very unusual 
snarled tree with countles strips of bork haneing all 
over and around the lower uniquely formed and twisted 
three trunks. ie found out that it 15 » Mucalyotus 
aromaphloia. On we went, sliohtly uovhill, keeoving our 


‘eyes down on the vartly mossy but otherwise bare and 


dry eround.Despite the dryness,plantlite wants to fo 
on,and one wonders how the smellest survivel-chance 
still pushes throuch to life. 

Uy on the highest point of our walk, Lyndsay 
and a few other members noticed a hu e nest, constructed 
from prass, sunleats, sticks end barlenicces about 
25 metres above the pround in © helf—ollowed dead tree. 
Anyone's euess, whose nest it may be. 


s 


Back at the "carnark" about 4 pm we were ready for 
a "cuvna" while we enjoyed the serenity of the bush. 

At 4.30 om we drove back ‘the same lovely twisting 
road, headings toverds Sereel Laeoon. There we encountered 
a very disannointine sicht: the drouchtcondition hed 
driven away nenrl, 911 of the swamp inhabitents. Only 
one swamp heron wes flying, verhaps sadly, over his 
once so beloved nesitino-vlace. 

Had we been esninned with rubber boots, we surely 
could have crossed the swamp, but we decided to walk 
around, because the uaist-hich swamp grass moy heve had 
hidten survrises for our ordinary shoes. The 1z,c00on 
may be three anerters of the size of Lake \lendouree. 

By the tine we arrived back at the cars the sun was 
settins and we henied for home with the satisfection of 
a very much enjoyei outins under the experienced guiding 
of the ever willinrs Innisey Fink, whom we do thank 
very much. 

On this excursion the following plents and birds were 
observed.The names vere supplied by Helen Burvess 
and Pat “urvhy. 


Tucalyntus aromanhloia — Scent — bark, 
Bucelyptus ovata — Swamn Gum, 
BHucalynotus melliodora — Yellow Box, 
RBucalyptus macrorhyncha— Red Stringybark, 
Anyema. vendules - Droopins “‘istletoe, 
Hyvoseis slabella — Yellow Star, 
Drosera whittekeri - Seented Sundew, 

Poa australis = Tussock Grass, 
Cymbonotus; priessianus — Austral Bear's War, 
Thysanotus patersonii - Twining Fringe-lily 
Acianthus excertus = Gnat Orchid, 
Acianthus reniformis — Mosquito Orchid, 
Astroloma humifusun = _ Granberry Heath, 
Pterostylis nutans - Noddins Greenhood, 


Yellow-—billed Spoonbill - Brown Falcon — 
vedgee-tailed Waele - Swamo Harrier —- Masked Plover 
Crimson Rosella — Sulphur-creste’ Cockatoo — 

Pallid Guckoo — ‘Jelcome Swallow - Grey Shrike-thrush 
Crested Shrike-tit - Scarlet Robin -— Flame Robin — 
Jilly Wasteil - Yelloy—runved Thornbill - White- 
throated Treecresner — White-eared Honeyeater —--« 

G Gretl Mansuss. 
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FIED) NATURALTS?®'S CLUB OF BALLARAT 
GUIDALTNS FOR CLUB ACTIVITINS. 


Visitors and intending members are welcome to 
attend ovr excursions, but are asked to remember 
that the club's ain is to protect native flora 
and fauns, as vell as studying them. 


Attention is drawn to the reculations of the 
Forests Commission and other Government Depart— 
ments vrohibitine the vickinge of wildflovers, 
unless a licence is held (obtainable from the 
Forests Commission). The picking of orchids is 


completely forbidden. 


Ghildren are inost welcome to attend as our 
future lies with our youncer members. 

Those engared in birdwatching should keen 
behind the lender, If the leader holds un his 
hand, they should keen quite still and silent 
-- then move un auietly when he indicates. 

Children »re the resnonsibility of the adults 
who accomnany them. 


hen travelling in convoy,drivers are asked to 
keen a sife distinse between cars and to keep 
both the car ahead and the car behind in sight. 
Make sure you can recognise them. If the car 
behind stovs, you are asked to stop also: this 
will halt the convoy. The driver may be in 
difficulties, or have missed a turnoff, or may 
have found sonethineg of particular interest. 


At a major deviation, each driver must ensure 
that the vehicle next in the convoy is following. 


